Malgorzata Nowacka

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR / CHOREOGRAHER / DANCER / EDUCATOR

Award winning Malgorzata Nowacka is a professional dancer, educator and the founding Artistic Director of The Chimera Project, acclaimed as one of Canada’s most exciting up and coming high-octane urban contemporary dance companies.

Nowacka’s movement creations are rooted in ballet, urban, contact improvisation and martial arts fused together in gravity defying choreography. Her work has been performed in some of most prestigious contexts, including the Canada Dance Festival (National Dance Center, Ottawa), DanceWorks Mainstage Series (Toronto), Dancing on the Edge (Vancouver) and Dance Victoria (Victoria).

Powerfully innovative, Nowacka’s choreography has been acclaimed as one of Top 10 performances of the year in The Globe and Mail (2001, 2003, 2006), in NOW magazine (2006), and best of International Dance Festival (Toronto, 2005). She is the recipient of the Paula Citron fFIDA award, the Toronto Emerging Artist Award, and the Chalmers Award, as well as recognized annually through grants from the Canada Council for the Arts, Ontario Arts Council, and the Toronto Arts Council. 

Nowacka’s dance training includes The School of Alvin Ailey Dance Theatre in New York City and The School of Dance in Toronto directed by Bengt Jorgen.

As an educator, credits include Ryerson University, McMaster University and Earl Haig, to just name a few. Her educational expertise stems from 15 years as a performer and development of body conditioning methods that focus on bringing to maximum the body’s artistic expression, spatial awareness, coordination and endurance. The principles of her teachings are inspired by the need to develop and maintain superb technical facility and effective training and performance survival regiment for her company members.

Other projects have included choreography for W.T.F TV / commercial, Northbound Leather fashion show, and many others, including two Bravo!FACT funded films. Nowacka is also a co-host of CIUT’s EVI-DANCE, on 89.5 F.M, highlighting what’s hot in local and international dance on Toronto’s stages, and special world features which included dance in England, Montreal, and Vancouver.

“…choreographer who’s sliced and diced

 her way to the forefront 

of the contemporary dance scene”

--- Now Magazine, Toronto

“…it’s obvious why choreographer Malgorzata Nowacka

has become the darling of critics and audiences alike.”

--- The Georgia Straight, Vancouver

Artistic Statement

As a choreographer, dancer and founding Artistic Director of The Chimera Project I create in the field of contemporary dance. It has always been my goal to develop a highly defined aesthetic that is consistent with that which I admire most – a high contrast experience that is vivid, beautiful and relentless. A shock of power combined with fragility. High energy and high impact mixed with stillness and silence. These conflicting elements inherently contain dramatic tension, an element vital to the creation of the kind of effective theatre I seek to achieve. The work created is always unique because the seed of it is driven by a hunger to capture the human spirit within the parameters of our high-octane, concrete-full, high speed city world. By always staying in touch with the driving desire to explore, each creation, workshop or art endeavor inevitably teeters on the edge of something dangerous. As a result, in the last eight years I created a unique choreographic language has been described in The National Post as “…a distinctive choreographic voice, with works that rumble and crackle with pent-up urban fury…”.

I choose to work in dance because our society must have live performance to remind us about the wondrous range of human possibility. In contrast to the logic-driven nature of our existence, dance conveys the kinetic, spiritual, sensual, shamelessly creative, instinctual and mysterious elements. We need the live performance of dance, as it is an essential expression of some of the best of what is inherently human. 

The themes explored within my body of work are fueled by confronting a broad range of contemporary fears and obsessions. They are essentially universal stories of the struggle for human connection and individuality – socially relevant themes that throb within the undercurrents of our culture, which ground the work in meaning.

Through its quicksilver energy, The Chimera Project resonates with the audience, students, dancers and the world around it, and for me this resonance is the most thrilling and profound element. The audience plays a vital role in the experience of dance, and consequently I strive to communicate with them clearly and directly, while always remaining honest to the integrity of the themes being explored. It’s amazing to feel the audience connect with the work while it’s happening, and to receive insightful and enthusiastic feedback from them. It’s also thrilling to see how effectively the choreographic work, classes and workshops I teach connect to youth - it’s as if the choreographic work and the young people of today vibrate at the same frequency – speed, high tech, urban angst, isolation – these ideas throb beneath the work and reach the hearts of young audiences

It’s important to present an effective and positive counter-image against the ever-present notion that women must be bone-thin to excel technically, and artistically, both in dance and in life. Hence, all of the female dancers working with me in capture the essence of unconventional strength and power. 

          “eye-catching, muscular, quicksilver physicality"           The Globe and Mail








